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Butterfield Overland National Historic Trail Designation 
Act 

[Public Law 117–345] 

[This law has not been amended] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 117-345. It 
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above 
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

AN ACT To amend the National Trails System Act to designate the Butterfield 
Overland National Historic Trail, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ø16 U.S.C. 1241 note¿ SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Butterfield Overland National 
Historic Trail Designation Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF THE BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND NATIONAL 

HISTORIC TRAIL. 
Section 5(a) of the National Trails System Act (16 U.S.C. 

1244(a)) is amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(31) BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Butterfield Overland National 
Historic Trail, a trail of approximately 3,292 miles fol-
lowing the route operated by the Butterfield Overland 
Mail Company, known as the ‘Ox-Bow Route’, to transport 
mail and passengers between the eastern termini of St. 
Louis, Missouri, and Memphis, Tennessee, and extending 
westward through the States of Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, to the western terminus 
of San Francisco, California, as generally depicted on the 
maps numbered 1 through 15, entitled ‘Study Route Maps’, 
and contained in the report prepared by the National Park 
Service entitled ‘Butterfield Overland Trail National His-
torical Trail Special Resource Study’ and dated May 2018. 

‘‘(B) MAPS.—The maps described in subparagraph (A) 
shall be on file and available for public inspection in the 
appropriate offices of the National Park Service. 
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2 Sec. 2 Butterfield Overland National Historic Trail Desi... 

‘‘(C) ADMINISTRATION.—The trail established by sub-
paragraph (A) shall be administered by the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

‘‘(D) LAND ACQUISITION.—The United States shall not 
acquire for the trail established by subparagraph (A) any 
land or interest in land outside of the exterior boundary of 
any federally administered area without the consent of the 
owner of the land or interest in land. 

‘‘(E) NO BUFFER ZONE CREATED.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this paragraph, the 

acquisition of land or an interest in land authorized by 
this paragraph, or any management plan for the 
Butterfield Overland National Historic Trail creates a 
buffer zone outside of the Butterfield Overland Na-
tional Historic Trail. 

‘‘(ii) OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES.—The fact that an activ-
ity or use on land outside the Butterfield Overland 
National Historic Trail can be seen, heard, or detected 
from land or an interest in land acquired for the 
Butterfield Overland National Historic Trail shall not 
preclude, limit, control, regulate, or determine the con-
duct or management of the activity or use. 
‘‘(F) EFFECT ON ENERGY DEVELOPMENT, PRODUCTION, 

OR TRANSMISSION.—Nothing in this paragraph, the acquisi-
tion of land or an interest in land authorized by this para-
graph, or any management plan for the Butterfield Over-
land National Historic Trail shall prohibit, hinder, or dis-
rupt the development, production, or transmission of en-
ergy. 

‘‘(G) NO EMINENT DOMAIN OR CONDEMNATION.—In car-
rying out this paragraph, the Secretary of the Interior may 
not use eminent domain or condemnation.’’.  
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